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& Environmental Justice Tool
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Renee Kramer, Title VI and Environmental Justice Coordinator
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Environmental Justice

• Environmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of 
all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with respect to 
the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental 
laws, regulations, and policies (US EPA).

Proposed Criteria
• Race and Ethnicity​
• Age and Sex​
• Disability​
• Poverty​
• Household Income​
• Limited English Proficiency​

-10% or more in comparison to the county average
-50% or more minority

-5% or more in comparison to the county average for poverty
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Environmental Justice

Distributional Justice
• Equal distribution of environmental benefits and burdens​

Procedural Justice
• Equal protection from rulemaking and enforcement​

Process Justice
• Equal opportunities for meaningful engagement
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Justice-Equality vs. Equity

Source: https://www.diffen.com/difference/Equality-vs-Equity

https://www.diffen.com/difference/Equality-vs-Equity
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Stakeholder Engagement and 
Development Process

• Academic Focus Groups
• Spoke with with GIS and EJ scholars from NC State, Chapel Hill, Duke, 

UNCG, NC Central, UNC Charlotte, and App State

• Calls with other states that have developed EJ mapping tools
• Meetings with Pennsylvania, California and EPA

• Public Community Meetings
• Wayne County
• Forsyth County
• Rutherford County

• 6 Small Community Organization Meetings/Calls

• Website and Public Survey
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Website

Department of Environmental Quality

https://deq.nc.gov/outreach-education/environmental-justice/deq-north-carolina-
community-mapping-system

Also on the Website:
• Other States
• Survey
• ‘How To’

https://deq.nc.gov/outreach-education/environmental-justice/deq-north-carolina-community-mapping-system


Community Mapping System
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Permits and Incidents
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Info Summary
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Info Summary
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Info Summary
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Permit Information
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Basemap
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Screening Tool
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Screening Tool
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Info Summary Report
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Environmental Layers
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EJ Tool
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EJ Tool
Zoom in
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EJ Tool
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EJ Tool
Demographic and Health Dashboard
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EJ Tool
Facility Map
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Data Gaps

• US Census data
• 2020 Census Data with Differential Privacy
• ACS accuracy and MOE

• Tribal boundaries

• AHTF- EJ and Inclusion Subcommittee Short Term Goal 2:
• Conduct an inventory on aging infrastructure and buildings (schools, senior 

centers, etc.) that have exposure to radon, asbestos, mildew, mold, etc. and 
consider remediation projects of impacted facilities for job creation initiatives.
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Questions

Renee Kramer
Title VI and EJ Coordinator, DEQ
(919) 417-2004
Renee.Kramer@ncdenr.gov

mailto:Renee.Kramer@ncdenr.gov
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