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Overview: Recent Program Developments

Overview: Recent Program Developments

American Community Survey (ACS) Release: 2020-24

Cancellation of 2026 Operational Test Site in Western NC

Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) 

2026 Boundary & Annexation Survey



Topic 1: American Community Survey

1. American Community Survey: 2020-24



Newest ACS Data Released in Jan.

Newest ACS Data Released in Jan.

The American Community Survey (ACS) is the Census Bureau’s premier 
source of social, economic, housing, & demographic data. 

The Five-Year Estimates have data for the state, all counties & 
municipalities, & all sub-county statistical areas (e.g., tracts).

January release covers the period 2020-24; comparison is 2015-19.

All data available at https://data.census.gov/, & many variables will be 
added in coming weeks to the LINC platform, too.

https://data.census.gov/


Analyses of New ACS Data
A screenshot of the "Recent Blogs" page on the NC Office of State Budget  Management website as of Feb. 17, 2026.

Source: www.osbm.nc.gov/blog

http://www.osbm.nc.gov.blog/
http://www.osbm.nc.gov/blog


Topic 2: Census Operational Test

2. Census Operational Test: Western NC Site



Changes to 2026 Operational Test

Changes to the 2026 Operational Test

The original goal was to test methods & processes for better counting 
hard-to-count & undercounted populations. 

Six sites were announced in 2024, including one in Western NC 
(Cherokee, Graham, Jackson, & Swain counties & the Qualla Boundary). 

The test now will focus on two sites: Spartanburg, SC & Huntsville, AL.

The test plan also is being altered in many ways that run counter to the 
original goals & raise questions about its overall usefulness. 



Topic 3: Local Update of Census Addresses

3. Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA)



Local Update of Census 
Addresses (LUCA)

US Census Bureau maintains the Master Address 
File (MAF)

Local review/update of Census residential and 
group quarters address list.

Time (180 calendar days) and Census 
confidentiality limited

Review of addresses within BAS boundaries 

Late 2028 – Early 2029 LUCA Address Review



Proposed LUCA Timeline as of Feb. 2026

Proposed LUCA Timeline (as of Feb. 17, 2026)

May-Aug. 2027 LUCA Prep Period / Training Opportunities for Local Governments

Oct. 2028-Mar. 2029 LUCA Review / Decision to Participate / Submission of Changes 

Aug. 2028-Sept. 2029 Census Bureau Review / Address List Feedback / Local Appeals

May – Sept. 2029 Closeout / Local Governments Destroy All Title 13 Data

New for 2030: No paper materials; only digital submission; a six-month 
review period instead of a four-month one. A limited NC test in 2026.

Note: Local governments will only be able to review addresses that are 
within the geographic boundaries certified through the Boundary & 
Annexation Survey!



Topic 4: Boundary & Annexation Survey (BAS)

4. Boundary & Annexation Survey (BAS)



Boundary Annexation 
Survey (BAS)

BAS annual survey at the first of the year tracking 
boundary changes

Updates reported by March 1 are shown in ACS and 
Census pop. estimates and next year’s BAS

NC Land Records Management is the NC BAS 
certifying entity

March/April non-response follow-up

BAS and the State Demographer’s Annual Survey 
are different operations



FAQs to Boundary & Annexation Survey
A screenshot of the "Frequently Asked Questions" page about the 2026 Boundary and Annexation Survey on the website of the NC Office of State Budget  Management.

Source: https://www.osbm.nc.gov/facts-figures/geography/2026-boundary-annexation-survey-guide-local-governments
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Municipal Boundaries Tool

https://www.nconemap.gov/pages/municipal-boundaries

https://www.nconemap.gov/pages/municipal-boundaries
https://www.nconemap.gov/pages/municipal-boundaries
https://www.nconemap.gov/pages/municipal-boundaries


Municipal Boundary Process
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Public Website:  Check for Missing Annexations



Progress Since Jan 1!

2025 Annexations added: 
470

2025 Annexations missing 
GIS files: 69

Focus has been on collecting 
the missing GIS files



Public Website:  Approval Status



Speaker’s Contact Information

Contact

John Quinterno
984-236-0719
John.Quinterno@osbm.nc.gov

Governor’s Census Liaison                                           
NC State Data Center Coordinator

mailto:John.Quinterno@osbm.nc.gov
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