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North Carolina Housing Units, 
1940-2050

Image Source: Google, Digital Globe



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

1940



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

1950



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

1960



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

1970



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

1980



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

1990



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

2000



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

2010



Asheville

Charlotte

Wilmington

Raleigh
Hickory

DurhamThe Triad

Fayetteville

Housing Units per Square Mile

Source: Carolina Demography

2050





0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

160,000

180,000

1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

P
e

o
p

le

Year

Components of Population Change, NC, 1981-2015

Natural Increase

Net Migration

Source: NC Population Estimates, OSBM

2.4 million net migrants since 1990



How many North Carolinians are 
not NC natives?

43% in 2015

vs.

30% in 1990
Source: 2015 American Community Survey



Where were they born?

456,000 304,000 247,000

23% of lifetime NC migrants
Source: 2015 American Community Survey (IPUMS)



Why do they come 
to NC?
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A look to the future

“Looking Into the Past: Thomas Circle, Washington, DC” by Jason E. Powell



Source: 2015 American Community Survey (IPUMS)

Race/Ethnicity of NC Children vs. Adults, 2015
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42% of future growth 

will be in Wake or Mecklenburg
Source: NC OSBM



Image Source: Wayne Hsieh; Data Source: NC OSBM

30 counties will
lose population



Image Source: Witizia, Pixabay; Data Source: NC OSBM

37 counties where >25% will be 
65+ in 2035



We help organizations make 
data-driven decisions.
DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH AND CONSULTING

Contact us:

demography@unc.edu | (919) 962-6151

Learn more:

http://demography.cpc.unc.edu | @ncdemography


